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Maps	and	Their	Use

By the end of this chapter, you should be able to:

a) draw a sketch map of your school and/or local area.

b) use and interpret symbols and identify features on a map using a 

key.   

c) use basic compass points to find directions or features on a map.   

d) follow routes on a map. 

e) draw a map using a simple scale and using a scale on a map. 

f) use letter and number coordinates or bearings and directions to 

locate places on a map.  

g) locate places on an atlas map using latitude and longitude and 

describe the places from information on the map. 

h) understand the difference between a map and a photograph.

i) understand that there are many types of maps on different scales.

j) use a linear scale and representative fraction to estimate distance, 

area and size of features on a map.
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Introduction

Map Scale
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Types of Scale
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Using the Linear Scale to Measure Distance on a Map
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Using	a	pair	of	dividers
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Using	a	straight	edge	of	paper
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Using	a	string	or	thread
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Using	the	linear	scale	to	calculate	area	on	a	map

Using	a	mathematical	formula
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Using	the	map	grid
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Using	a	mathematical	formula
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How to Find Places and Features on a Map 

Grid and Grid References
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Compass Directions 
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Bearing
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Latitude and Longitude

Lines	of	latitude
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Lines	of	longitude

Using	latitude	and	longitude
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Activity of Integration 
Ask your teacher to provide you with a topographic map (scale 1:50000) of 

the area where your school is found. Study the map and find out places that 

you would wish to visit if given a chance to go on a geography tour towards 

the end of the school term. 

1. Choose a route that you would follow in order to see a good number of 

interesting features. Draw a simple map with marked stopover points. 

Write at least two sentences describing the activities you would do at 

each stopover point.

2. Determine the distance (in kilometres) your journey would cover from 

the school to the furthest place you would wish to visit.

3. Estimate the total amount of money you would spend on transport, 

including the return journey, if the transporter charges 100,000 

shillings per kilometre.

Chapter Summary
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Ways	of	Studying	Geography
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Introduction
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Studying Geography through Fieldwork
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How	can	we	Study	Geography	through	Fieldwork?	
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Writing	a	Report	about	Fieldwork
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Learning Geography through Photographs
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Types	of	photographs



41



42

Describing	where	things	are	on	a	photograph	
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Drawing	a	sketch	from	a	photograph
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Activity of Integration
1. Abu Saidi, a student of Ife High School in Nigeria, wants to study the 

geography of Tanzania. He has visited your school looking for assistance on 

how he can find out the information he wants. 

2. Using the knowledge and skills you have learnt under this topic, write an 

advice note of about one page to help him get the information about the 

geography of Tanzania. Suggest to him which method/methods would be 

the most useful and why.
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Chapter Summary


